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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

In a matter of days, we prepare once again to en-
ter into our commemoration and celebration of
the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. In a matter of days, once again both the
Church throughout the world and Trinity Church
in Warren will mark these days with liturgical
celebrations that have come down to us over the
centuries, some of them stemming from the wis-
dom of Cyril of Jerusalem in the 300's and some
even older, with various adaptations for time and
place along the way.

We have a full liturgical calendar from Palm
Sunday to Easter because we really don't know of
any better way to entering into Christ's passion,
death and resurrection than coming together to
hear God's Word, to wave palms like the Jerusa-
lem crowds, to hear the passion gospels read
without cinematographical embellishment, to
celebrate the Great Thanksgiving in remem-
brance of Jesus, to strip our religious trappings
bear, to venerate the cross on which Jesus was
lifted up, to sing and believe that “This is the
night” when our salvation was won as we gather
around a new fire, to baptize, and to finally say
A ia after a lenten drought.

Certainly, our private prayers, devotions, fasts
and works of charity help us enter into the season
and make the liturgies more meaningful for us.
Certainly, many very smart people have written
large volumes, often in badly translated German,
to help us understand what all of this means for

us and why. Certainly, too, many people have
very busy lives, and life no longer stops for Holy
Week like it once did.

Yet, God loves us enough to provide us with an
opportunity to renew our Easter joy. God loves
us enough to provide the encouragement of new
life in the midst of our struggles. God loves us
enough to give us a rebirth, even beyond the
springtime flowers and colorful eggs.

Our best opportunity to receive God's Easter joy
is to surrender ourselves to the liturgical rhythms
of Holy Week. When we allow ourselves to
share deeply the sufferings and death of our
Lord, we are prepared also to accept his joyous
victory more deeply.

| look forward to seeing you in Holy Week. Per-
haps you, too, could use some serious joyous Vvic-
tory in your life.

Peace,
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Vestry Corner

March 8, 2009Meeting
Mary Lou Campbell

Ash Wednesday services marked the beginning
of Lent. Trinity has a long history of Lenten pro-
grams which continued this year meeting on Fri-
day evenings. We looked at a different way to
pray with colors with Adam and look forward to
Harvey Stone’s presentation on the Passover,
Pastor Mike Mullen of Calvary Baptist Church
discussing the Five Love Languages, and Dean
Downey’s trip to Jerusalem.

Mark your calendars and plan to attend as many
of the Friday night programs as possible, as well
as the many Holy Week services that are sched-
uled.

Bill Shultz and Terry Brant have been busy plas-
tering and painting the walls at the back of the
church and in Adam'’s office. The damage was
caused by water leaking in through the walls.
Last year Fiske and Sons made the repairs on the
outside to prevent any further damage. In addi-
tion, Jim McCollough has been very busy clean-
ing out Bicycle Bill's and could use some help. If
you could lend a hand, please see Jim or call the
office. Plans are to finalize the sale of Bill'sdan
A&B by the end of March.

Important dates;
Lenten Series; 6:00pm Evening Prayer,
6:20pm vegetarian pot luck, and 7:00pm
program -March 13, 20, 27 and April 3.

Vestry Executive committee meeting
Sunday March 29 at noon

Palm Sunday April 5, services at 8:00 am
and 10:30 am

Maundy Thursday, April 9, at 7:00 pm
Good Friday April 10, 7:00 pm
Easter Vigil April 11, 8:00 pm
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Easter, April 12, 8:00 am & 10:30 am
Vestry Meeting, Sunday April 19 at noon

The Diocesan Waldameer Picnic is
being brought back due to popular
demand. The date is set for June 21st.
More information will be coming as the
date gets closer.
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Diane Groszek needs your help in distributing
food baskets on Saturday, April 4. Volunteers
are needed as fillers, greeters and cleaners. Also
anyone who has a truck who can pick up food at
Thornes Bi-Lo and Aldi’'s on April 2 would be
appreciated. A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin
board in the narthex.

Easter Meals
Barry & Renee Cunningham and Addy Landrio
are making plans for the Easter Meal Delivery
on Holy Saturday, April 11. Ham, potatoes,
vegetable, and rolls along with a cupcake com-
prise the Easter meal.

Volunteers are needed for cooking, preparing
and serving the food. Cupcakes are also needed.
If you can help with this outreach ministry,
please sign up in the narthex. If you have any
guestions, please speak with Barry & Renee
(563-7212) or Addy (723-4809).
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The Trinity Women’s monthly meeting is set
for April 15th, an easy day to remembéer.

is welcome to attend as the Thomas family
presents their trip to India and will include the
many ministries supported by Trinity.

The program begins at 7:00 P.M.with re-
freshments being served by members of T.W.G.
following the presentation.

Hope to see all of you on the 15th and be sur
to invite your family and friends!!!!

Coffee Hour Hosts
Thank you talane & Paul Crouch, Addy &
Gary Landrio, Lana Creal, Mary Simmons, Barb
Winslow andRose Mary Landofor providing
goodies for coffee hour in March. A sign-up
sheet for hosts and clean up volunteers for April
is in the narthex.
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We have open dates on which to place flowers
on the altar: May 24; June 7, 14, & 21, July 12
&19; August 9 & 16; October 18, and November
8, 15, & 22.

You may order two altar vases from the flo-
rist of your choice and they will pick up the liser
and deliver the flowers on the Saturday before
your date or you can make your own arrange-
ments. If you have any questions and/or would
like oneof these dates, please call Ann Soderberg
at 723-8257 or call the office.

Good Friday Offering
As reported last month in the letter from Presid-
ing Bishop Shori, the Good Friday Offering has
been a source of support, love and hope for the
people of the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and
the Middle East for over a century. Please be
generous with your offering. Envelopes will be
provided in the Good Friday bulletins.

Singing the Psalms

Paul Crouch Organist/Choirmaster

From before the time of Jesus, the psalms
have held an important place in the worship of
God. They have been valued and cherished as a
source of comfort and also as a means to express
the human experience ranging from despair to
adoration. They lift our hearts to God and take
us away from ourselves.

Thesingingof psalms in Christian worship
has its roots in ancient Israel. The earliest kmow
Christian liturgies appointed a psalm to be sung
after a reading from the Old Testament as a re-
sponse to, and a meditation on, the reading. This
tradition continues to the present day in liturgica
churches, and has also become a part of the
weekly Sunday worship at Trinity.

When the psalms aseng rather than read or
spoken, we claim an essential part of our Chris-
tian heritage. The book of Psalms is the Bible's
own hymnbook, and it has been the songbook of
the church since its beginning. Ephesians 5:18-
19 says, "...be filled with the Spirit, as you sing
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs."

Our church has recently purchased three vol-
umes which provide choral settings in Anglican
chant form of all of the Psalms appointed for
weekly use in the three-year lectionary cycle.
These have been given as a gift from Ed and
Donna Ball in memory of Donna’s parents,
Roberta and Glenn Dayton. Roberta especially
loved the psalms, and so it is appropriate that
they are remembered in this way. During the
worship hour on April 26, this gift will be recog-
nized and the books will be dedicated to God for
his honor and glory. At the coffee hour follow-
ing the service, you will have an opportunity to
look at them.

As we continue the tradition of singing the
psalms at Trinity, we hope the congregation will
be blessed and find fresh meanings in these an-
cient texts.
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Blessing of the Palms and Procession
10:30 AM General Joseph Warren Park
Sunday, April 5
A joint service of Trinity Memorial Episcopal Churc
and St. Joseph Roman Catholic Church

We will gather in the park with our brothers anstesis from
St Joseph Roman Catholic Church at 10:30 am an Bahday.
Father Adam and Father Packard will lead the seriagether.
We will distribute palms and sing “All glory lauchd honor” and
then process to our respective churches for thairetar of the
Passion Sunday liturgy.
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HOLY WEEK AT TRINITY

Sunday, April 5—Palm Sunday

8:00am Blessing of the Palms, Holy Eucharist

10:30am Ecumenical Blessing of the Palms & Fssiom from
General Joseph Warren Park to easppective church,
Holy Eucharist

Wednesday—April 8
10:00am Holy Euchgris

Maundy Thursday - April 9
7:00pm  Holy Eucharist, Solemn Stripping of thiéaA

Good Friday—April 10
7:00pm Good Friday Liturgy at Trinity

Saturday, April 11
8:00pm The Great Vigil & t Mass of Easter

Sunday, April 12—Easter Day
8:00am Holy Eucharist
10:30am Holy Eucharist
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A Pastoral Letter from the Bishops of the EpiscopaChurch meeting in Hendersonville, North Carolina,
March 13-18, 2009 to the Church and our partnersigsion throughout the world.

| have learned to be content with whatever | hakaow what it is to have little, and | know whiaisito have plenty.
In any and all circumstances | have learned theeteaf being well fed and of going hungryhafvingplenty and of
being in need. I can do all things through him vgtr@ngthens me. --Philippians 4:11b - 13

As the House of Bishops gather at the Kanuga
Camp and Conference Center for our annual
Spring Retreat, we are mindful of the worsening
financial crisis around us. We recognize there are
no easy solutions for the problems we now face.
In the United States there is a 30% reduction of
overall wealth, a 26% reduction in home values
and a budget deficit of unprecedented propor-
tions. Unemployment currently hovers at over

8% and is estimated to top 10% by the end of the
year. There are over 8 million homes in America
that are in foreclosure. Consumer confidence is at
a 50-year low.

Unparalleled corporate greed and irresponsibility,
predatory lending practices, and rampant con-
sumerism have amplified domestic and global
economic injustice. The global impact is difficult
to calculate, except that the poor will become
poorer and our commitment to continue our work
toward achieving the Millennium Development
Goals by 2015 is at great risk. A specter of fear
creeps not only across the United States, but also
across the world, sometimes causing us as a peo-
ple to ignore the Gospel imperative of self-
sacrifice and generosity, as we scramble for self-
preservation in a culture of scarcity.

The crisis is both economic and environmental.
The drought that grips Texas, parts of the Ameri-
can South, California, Africa and Australia, the
force of hurricanes that have wreaked so much
havoc in the Caribbean, Central America and the
Gulf Coast, the ice storm in Kentucky—these
and other natural disasters related to climate
change—result in massive joblessness, driving
agricultural production costs up, and worsening
global hunger. The wars nations wage over di-
minishing natural resources kill and debilitate not
only those who fight in them, but also civilians,
weakening families, and destroying the land. We

as a people have failed to see this connection,
compartmentalizing concerns so as to minimize
them and continue to live without regard to the
care of God's creation and the stewardship of the
earth's resources that usher in a more just and
peaceful world.

In this season of Lent, God calls us to repentance.
We have too often been preoccupied as a Church
with internal affairs and a narrow focus that has
absorbed both our energy and interest and that of
our Communion — to the exclusion of concern for
the crisis of suffering both at home and abroad.
We have often failed to speak a compelling word
of commitment to economic justice. We have of-
ten failed to speak truth to power, to name the
greed and consumerism that has pervaded our
culture, and we have too often allowed the cul-
ture to define us instead of being formed by Gos-
pel values.

While our commitment to the eradication of ex-
treme poverty through the eight Millennium De-
velopment Goals moves us toward the standard
of Christ's teaching, we have nevertheless often
fallen short of the transformation to which Christ
calls us in our own lives in order to live more
fully into the Gospel paradigm of God's abun-
dance for all.

Everyone is affected by the shrinking of the
global economy. For some, this is a time of great
loss—Iloss of employment, of homes, of a way of
life. And for the most vulnerable, this downturn”
represents an emergency of catastrophic propor-
tions. Like the Prodigal who comes to his senses
and returns home, we as the people of God seek a
new life. We recognize in this crisis an invitation
into a deeper simplicity, a tightening of the belt,
an expanded Lenten fast, and a broader generos-
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ity. God's abundant mercy and forgiveness meet
and embrace us, waiting to empower us through
the Holy Spirit to face the coming days.

In a time of anxiety and fear the Holy Spirit in-
vites us to hope. Anxiety, when voiced in com-
munity can be heard, blessed and transformed
into energy and hope, but if ignored, swallowed
or hidden, fear and anxiety can be corrosive and
lead to despair. We Christians claim that joy and
hope emerge for those who have the courage to
endure suffering. In his letter to the Romans, St.
Paul goes so far as to boast of his suffering, be-
cause "suffering produces endurance, and endur-
ance produces character, and character produces
hope, and hope does not disappoint us because
God's love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to
us." Our current crisis presents us with opportu-
nities to learn from our brothers and sisters of
faith in other parts of the world who have long
been bearers of hope in the midst of even greater
economic calamity.

We can also learn from our spiritual ancestors,
who found themselves in an economic and exis-
tential crisis that endured for forty years — on
their journey from Egypt to Israel. While they
groaned in Egypt, they murmured at Sinai — at
least at first. And then after their groaning, com-
plaining and reverting to old comforts of idol
worship, they were given Grace to learn and un-
derstand what the Lord wanted to teach them.

They learned that they needed the wilderness in
order to recover their nerve and put their fulktru
in God--and to discover their God-given unique-
ness, which had been rubbed away during their
captivity in Egypt. They adopted some basic
rules that enabled them to live in a community of
free people rather than as captives or slaves — the
God-given Ten Commandments. And perhaps
most importantly, our spiritual ancestors discov-
ered that the wilderness is a unique place of
God's abundance and miracle, where water
gushed out of a rock and manna appeared on the
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desert floor — food and drink miraculously pro-
vided by God.

As we go through our own wilderness, these
spiritual ancestors also point the way to a deep
and abiding hope. We can rediscover our unique-
ness — which emerges from the conviction that
our wealth is determined by what we give rather
than what we own. We can re-discover manna —
God's extraordinary expression of abundance.
Week by week, in congregations and communi-
ties around the world, our common manna is
placed before us in the Eucharist. Ordinary gifts
of bread and wine are placed on the altar, and be-
come for us the Body and Blood of Christ,

which, when we receive them, draw us ever more
deeply into the Paschal mystery of Christ's death
and resurrection.

As our risen Lord broke through the isolation of
the disciples huddled in fear for their lives fol-
lowing his suffering and death, so too are we, the
Body of Christ, called to break through the lone-
liness and anxiety of this time, drawing people
from their fears and isolation into the comforting
embrace of God's gathered community of hope.
As disciples of the risen Christ we are given gifts
for showing forth God's gracious generosity and
for finding blessing and abundance in what is
hard and difficult. In this time the Holy Spirit is
moving among us, sharing with us the vision of
what is real and valued in God's world. In a time
such as this, Christ draws us deeper into our faith
revealing to us that generosity breaks through
distrust, paralysis and misinformation. Like our
risen Lord, we, as his disciples are called t@fist
to the world's pain and offer comfort and peace.

As we continue our Lenten journey together we
place our hearts in the power of the Trinity. The
God who created us is creating still and will not
abandon us. The Incarnate Word, our Savior Je-
sus Christ, who in suffering, dying and rising for
our sake, stands in solidarity with us, has prom-
ised to be with us to the end of the age. God the
Holy Spirit, the very breath of God for us and in
us, is our comforter, companion, inspiration and
guide. In this is our hope, our joy and our peace.
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Prayer for Trinity

Almighty and gracious God, ruler of all things iedven and earth, hear my prayer for the rectoriryes
and parish family of Trinity Memorial Episcopal Gioh. By the indwelling of your Holy Spirit, enligim
and strengthen us for your service. Teach uslithaigs to seek first your honor and glory. Guidgeto
know what is right, and give us courage to purgwnd grace to accomplish it. Renew us in fditipe
and charity. Grant us all things necessary for cammon life, make us always thankful for your prov
dence, and bring us all to be of one heart and maitt your holy Church; through Jesus Christ ourdl.o
Amen.

Prayers

The Diocesan Health team requests prayers foratelopment of a comprehensive mission strategy.
At Home: Denny Brown, Jon Ettinger, Judy Nobles

In_nursing/assisted living homesi.illian Lemmon, Margaret Gilson, Bernetta Brangriha Check, Betty
DelLong, Bernadine Goyda, Barb Weiland, Rhea Wajlabner Davis, JoAnn Kosthorst

lIness/Surgery/Other NeedsSteven Ettinger, Cody Stalder, Amy & Midge HindmH&athy Fleming,

Cleo DiFiore, Dick, Ed Brant, Billy Moriarity, Marilancher, Lori Brusso, Gar Spicher, Scott Mitchell
Debra Gibson, Hayden Turner, Mary Massa, Mary Simsndudy Trask, Marjorie McClenathan, Tim
Strohmeyer, Karen Conrad, Sam Hill, Alex Patchj Geuver, Leslie Kershaw, Jeff Washburn, Patty J.,
Rita Gibson, Eloise Metz, Kim, Martha Phelps, Jdfigf Lewis Conroy, Alan Crone, Terry Brant, John
Wallo, Jane Betts, Samuel Lindell, Neil Orchardgrieres, Jack Fiske, Patrick Nuhfer, Eric Lindell rivia
Lou Watt, Jerry Trambley, Colin Hillard, Gary Mc@algh, J.T. McCollough, Jim Ciprich,Sr., Jill Lakec
Kara Donaldson, Carole Kinnunen, Kurt Glarner, R&arner, Dave Johnson, Larry Johnson, Emily, Lisa
Jackson, Jessica, Kathleen, Gloria Mitchell, Nasogtt Brown, Eva Brozova, Sandy Lewis, MaKayla, Al
& Marysue Baker, Kenny Hancock, Courtney, Sam, BKaisley, Margaret Suttor, Becky Campbell, Sa-
vannah Sykes, Canon Martha Ishman

Serving in the Armed Services Adam Pontious, Christopher Holmes, Jo Kennedynlelohnson (112th
Infantry Division) the 8 Infantry Division, Ft. Stewart, GA serving in ¢raJake Glenn, Paul Hernandez,
Kristine Burne, Peter Landrio, Marc & Michael MilleNathan Stewart, Nathan Heltzel, Parker Hahn, An-
nette, Cody, Toby, & Jeremy Williams, Matthew Haond

Serving justice and peaceChristian Peacemaker Teams; House of Hope, BirtteedSky, and Good
Samaritan House in India

Bishops: Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury; Katma&riJefferts Schori, our Presiding Bishop;
Sean Rowe, our Bishop

Clergy: Martha Ishman, Canon to the Ordinary, Adam Trawnbbur priest, Gail Winslow our
deacon and archdeacon of the diocese

The Vestry: Leslie Baldensperger, Mary Lou Campbell, LanaaG8haron Drennen, Rita Gibson, Clare
Glarner, Pat Hesch, Keith Hinsdale, Tom JensenjyAdndrio, Elaine Rhodes, Bill Shultz
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Sunday Schedule

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:15 AM Sunday School
Adult Study Group
Healing Prayer in the Chapel

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
Coffee & Fellowship before, between and after sewi
3rd Sunday of April
12:00 PM Vestry Meeting
Monday
7:00 PM Women'’s Bible Study
Wednesday
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist
Thursday
7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study

Office Hours
8:30 AM — 4:30 PN Monday through Friday



